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ROME; EEFUBLIC T0 RMPIHE

" On page 98 in Langer we find the discussion of the First Punic War which began
a series of wars with these Carthaginians of North Afrieca,

Mho Were the Carthacinianas?

Other names for the Garthaginians were the Puani or the Phoenicians, The Car-
thaginians were Canaanites of the family of Sidan (Gen, 10:15)., The man Sidmn was
"the father of the Sidmians; their chief city was Sidam, Acity founded by the Si-
donisns on the coast of Palestine, in additim to Sidm, was Tyre. (Note page 120
of volume ane of the Compendium faor a discussion of the Canaanite Carthaginiams,)
And the Tyrians, about 140 years after Solomcn, had an internal problem as a result
of which a group of Sidmnians left Tyre and founded Carthage in North Africa, So
Carthage became the great North African oenter of the Sidmiams,

The Sidmian-Carthaginians were not Negroes, The Sidonians represent shat we
would call Mediterranesn whites, Mngustine of Hippo in North Africa, in his own
literature, called himself of the family of Canaan; he looked upan himself in this
sense as a Canaanite, It is very interesting and striking that the leading light,
the man who set the stage for Raman Catholic theclogy more thapn any other persam,
should be a Canaanite Sidmian fram Nerth Africal—a man whose anocestors were prob-
ably Baal warshippers in the days of Jezebel!

Destructivenegss of the

Now when you read material about Rame you will discover that all things not
Ramen are locked upon as uneduceted, unciviliged, warlike, In short, all nan-Rem-
ans are everything bad that the Ramans are not! That is, until you read the pio-
ture of Rame presented by the "barbarians" and them you discowver the story was not
Just all ocne-sided!

Years ago an radio there used to be a very interesting program called ®*Invi-
tatiom to learming,® On ane program they interviewed a group of men, same of them
historians, and they were discussing the Roman Bmpire, Ome of the men making a
study of it was asked about it, and he was not a historian, Now guess who was
right! The nan-histarian was right! Wuhen he was asked the question, he said,
®Gentlemem, it is cammonly thought that wherever Rome wnt, Rame civilized the
world, But when I read histoery, I don't see it that way. I discover that wher-
ever Rame went Rame destroyed!® And you'd be surprised how much of that is really
true,

The aly thing Rame really did was to build roads—and the primary reasm they
did it wes not to meet the needs of the New Testament Clurch! It was not because of
the need for circulating the government mail for the pecple. It was the need of the
Roman army, so they could move the grmy an the double from place to place!

Celts to Black Jea Areg

Between 225-222 B,C, we read in page 99 that, ™Large hordes of Celts moved from
the Po Valley to Btruria, The Romans swrrounded and slew a cansiderable body™ of
them, These Celts or Bavarisns were seeking to have more territary tham just in the
Po area in which to Iive, Mnd they finally came into canflict with Rame and Rame ex~
pelled the whole lot of them fram the Po and all northern Italy,
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In fact, when the story is over, you will discover that the Bavarians disappear
from this part of the world entirely and were ultimately driven to the porth shares
of the Black Sea where they stayed for many, many years and do not make their reap-
pearance in the history of Burope for a long time to came, Actually it was upwards
of five centuries before the Bavarians remake thelr appearance in this part of the
world, From that time an they were living as a large group in the plains of the
Ukraine, We mst read Bavarian histary far that,

Due to her military victories Rame acquired more and more overseas territories.
Ttms on page 101 in Langer (middle of first columm) we read, ™A further effect of
these transmarine provinces was that it became necessary to maintain a standing
army." During the Middle Ages this was not true; there was no such thing as a
standing army until Napoleon developed it an the basis of the Prussian idea, and
the Prussians in turn copied many of Napolean's ideas, But we could say that dur-
ing the later period of the Hapsburg dynasty there was no such thing as a true
standing army, It has anly come into vogue again in the last 200 years,

A few lines farther alang on page 101 we read, "Though the fiction of smmual
re-enlistment and the requirement of a property qualification were maintained, the
soldiers became in fact professimnal and gerved for 20 years or more. They could
not then return to farms which would have passed into other hands ar fallem into
decay, and so they had either to be settled in colmnies or allowed to congregate
in Rome," So a serious problem developed in regard to farming, If you were to
read Larned's Ready Reference Serieg, subject "Italys Agriculture®, you would dis-
cover one of the biggest problems that the Italians faced was how to keep culti-
vating the soil, and yet take the farmers off the sall and put them in the arxy,
The old saying goes that so many men were away that other men were "plowing” with
the soldiers' wives—which had a dual meaning!

The problem became very, very serious, As the decades passed it came to the
place, before it was all over—I'm getting way aheed of the story—-that pecple had
to be passed an fram owner to owner and they had to stay with a certain specific
piece of land, A persan was finally reduced to the status of a serf and to stay
with the property—he couldn't move away from it! In a sense, they were in chainsl
So, gradually these poor farmers, whenever they could, moved to the city and lived
an the dole, Very terrible conditions 1like this existed even by New Testament
times—because Rame for 200 years now, you see, had been amassing these overseas
provines and colonies and hed to draw an their own people to maintain them (just
like the Portuguese later tried it and failed),

In the 200's B.C, the Ramans were fighting wars with the Carthaginians, with
the Syrians, in Greece—in fact, all sound the world the Romans were making war,
And it was not really until the time of Angustus Caesar (formerly Octavian) that
there was any peace in the Roman world! The period of Pax Romapna (Roman Peace)
was not until after all these enemies were obliterated in war after war,

The Ramans, after all, cculdn't destroy everybody completely. No natimn has
ever came to the place in war where it can campletely extirpate all other people!
Now the Nazis ultimately had such a plan in mind no doubt, The first step was to
extirpate all Jews out of Burope—then all Gypsies, all Poles and other Slavs, all
others until only Germans were left in the warld, But even their modern methods

could not achieve it,
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On page 102 in Lenger we note that the Third Punic War emded in 146 B.C, with
the destruction of Carthage, By this year Rome had canquered all ths western Medit-
erranesn area, The list of 8 provinees held in 146 is listed in the secand columm:
Sicily, Sardinia, the two portims of Spain, the scuthern part of France, Illyri-
oum, Africa, Macedmia, and Achsea.

e Pro of

Now keep in mind that all this time Rome is still a Republic with co-rulers
called Consuls and a Senate, Ramme did not become a valid Bwpire until 31 B,C,!

Rome was a Republic but was facing collapse internally! You begin to see these
revolutions over and over again,

On page 104 in column ane we read, "The gtate cantrol of the GRAIN supply be-
came a means whereby demagogues could win popular support (by reducing the price
end by increasing the mumber of eligible beneficiaries).,” Look, Rame was a huge
city controlling the world, and whoever controlled Rame had to emtrol the grain
supply because whoever controlled the grain supply could control Rame. They could
starve the city! The Ramans couldn't produce enough food because the farmers were
gme, the farms were deteriorating, so many people were in Rame an the dale that
Jtaly and Rame itself could have been struggled if somebody got control of the
supply of grain! Mnd the grain came mainly cut of Egypt. Unusual as it may seem
to us now, the breadbagket of the warld at that tipe wag Egypt. Today it's not—
today it's the eesspoall

Rruidg Flee to Germany Fram Geul

On page 109, column cne, we read that in 52 B,C,, "All Gaul flared into revolt
under Vereingetorix, Caesar , . . finally won a ommplete victary and captured Ver-
cingetarix, He spent the year 51 ruthlessly suppressing the remaining insurgents.”
So varicmus elements in Geul were suppressed and it is probable that at this time
nany peoples in Gaul fled to Germany—becsuse we lknow that during this and later
times, especially under Claudine (pp. 119-120), almost all known Druids in Gaul
fled to Germany. They were the religious leaders, the teachers in the area (and
there were same Germsnic tribes in Gasul in those earlier dgys though they were
Celtio-speaking),

New Testament Times

The date of the birth of Christ is given on page 115, column e, as 4 B.C.
which is correct, However, the death of Herod the Great was in 3 B,C,, not 4 B.C,
In this comnection you should re-read "The Crucifixion Was Not On Fridgy,."

Note also the discussion of the Dead Sea Scrolls and mention of the Jewish re-
volt kmown as the Bar Coeheba (132-135 A.D,)

The chart an page 116 of ®"The House of Herod the Great™ and all the relatim-
ships of the family are nicely laid out here. You ocan use this to clarify and back
up any statments in the Book of Acts, Notice that Berod Agrippa I died in 44 A,D,
and Berod Agrippa IT died in 100 A,D, You will notice Salome and other members of
the family scattered through here, There were intermarriages with other stocks,

Notice on page 117 that Casesar Mgustus died in 14 A,D, and was succeeded by

Tiberius, However, Tiberius had been associated an the throne already in 12 A,D,;
hence we have the story of the government of Tiberins Caesar that is referred to
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in Iuke 3:1-3 where it is stated that Joim the Baptist began his work "in the fif-
teenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,? This was not fifteen years after the
death of Augustus, Rather, this means the 15th year of the responsibility in gow-
ernment of Tiberius, Most people don't accept Luke's statement because they want
to believe in a "Good Fridgy" in 33 A,D.; hence they have to have the crucifiximn
in 33 and start the ministry of Christ in 29 A,D, instead of 27 A.D, because they
reckon from 14 A.D, and not 12 A,D, in regard to Tibering!

On page 118 is another chart, "The Julian-Claudian House®—the whole family re-
lationship of the early Empsrors from Augustus to Nero is given here, Do you see how
often an Emperar dies without gn heir? In almost every case a ruler has no heirs
Augustus had no male heir; Nero has no male heir in the lineage; Tiberius has no
male heir; Claudius has none; Caligula has none, Just look at that chart! If they
bhad heirs they were daughters, This problem was due to the fact that they were
practicing all kinds of birth control—who knows by what means! The idea was, un-
like the Germans, that the Ramans looked upon children as needless for the upper
classes, They wanted to enjoy life without respansibility!

Here on page 119 see Panius Pilate, proocurator of Judaea, menticned, HRis dates
are given as 26-36 A.D, This is not true., His actual term was 27-37, Jamary to
Jamary,

Now, most of the things stated here are coarrect, If I point out a few errars,
it's incidental—tut every ocne that exists pertains to the Bible! Samehow, whemn
these men begin to study matters that pertain to the Bible they get all canfuged!
It's as if they can't believe their eyes! Josephus is the only evidence: Josephus
sgys that Pilate was governing for ten years, Josephus ssys furthermore that, at
the end of this ten year pericd, Pilate was kicked ot of his office and was im-
mediately ordered back to Rame, Uhile he was an the way back, Tiberius died——which
was 37 A.D.! And that was in the spring, So the answer is that he was governor
not from the beginning of 26 but fram the beginning of 27 to the beginning of 37,

' Why do they use the date 26 A.D,? Well, there are pecple who dm't want to be-
lieve in 33 A,D, as the year of the eucifixim, they can't believe in 31 because
that's a Wednesday so they've got to believe in 30—when they hope it could have beemn
on Friday, even though it waan't! And therefore they have to have the ministry of
Christ begin in 26—instead of 29 to 33 they have it 26 to 30,

Now notice what is stated near the bottom of colurm cne under the date 31 A.D.:
"The plots of SRIANUS finally came to the notice of Tiberius, who engineered his ar-
rest and executim.,® Now the story of this Sejamus is very interesting! Sameme
brought to my attention the fact that in 31 A,D. Sejsmus had such power that there
were same serious problems in the Roman Empire until he was caught! Those in posi-
tims of authority like Pilate had to be fearful, And the thing was this: Pilate
was extremely afraid of what the Jews might sgsy, that they could accuse Pilate to
the Emperor——and almost immediately Pilate would have lost his life! And he was
afraid, That's vhy when Pilate said of Jesus, "I dm't find anything wrang in this
men,® the Jews sald, listen carefully, "We have no king but Caesar!®™ That was their
retort, Pllate thought twice at that point! His life could have been at stake!l
If the Jews had wanted Pilate cut of the way, they could have accused him and the
leaders in the Empire would have listened to the Jews and not any local officials,
That's why he was afraid, And it was 31 A.D, when this situation was at its cli-
max forming a significant background climate for the circumstamces of Christ's death,
Langer goes on to state that "Tiberius remained in rigid seclusim" because he was
afraid of what might happen, There were real problems in the government and any-

body who looked suspicious was punished!
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On pages 119-120 the reign of Emperor Claudius is discussed, Remember that he
was the man who expelled the Jews fram Rame, During his time there was a famine, but
that point is not mentioned here in Langer, Anyway, the important thing is that
under him there was am invasian of Britain in 43 A.D, and this was the beginning
of the annexation of Britain into the Roman world, "The British leader Caractacus
was finally captured in 51, However, many of the British rqyal family so impressed
the Ramans that they were given freedam in the ecourt,

Claudius died im 54 A.D, and a young man, sge 17, comes to the throne—Nero!
HBe was born in 37, came to power in 54, In 61, when Paul was relessed—and I take
it that he might have appeared before Nero the first time—Nero could not have been
more than 24 years old, Wuhen Paul sppealed unto Caesar in 56 A.B, (Acts 25:10-12)
Kero was anly 19 years of age, You know, I imagine we think of these Caesars as
being elderly, Jahmsmian (Pres. LBJ) types, tut this was not the case at all!l

®He begsn his rule well under the guidance of the philosopher Ssneca . . . But
in spirit he was sn actor and wished to plgy the mmarch in the grand manmer , ,
HBe deserted Octavia™ his wife for these other wamen, ®Finally he murdered his mo-
ther Agrippina in 59.® then Paul reached Rame Nero had his mind on that! We are
told here that after €2 "he divorced, exiled, and murdered Octavia, and married
Poppaea®™ yho wag g Je so the Jews did have a reasmably high positimn , 4nd
undoubtedly same of problems that arose wdth the Jews were due to the fact that
they got intc a bad reputation with the Jewish wife of Nero,

In the middle of the second column on page 120 the Apostle Paul is mentiomed,
Here it is said that he was brought to trial before Felix in A,D, I think this
date is totally wrang, I think it is quite clear when we study the Book of Acts
that he was arrested in 56; and then the years he was brought before various ru-
lers was in 57 and 58 A,D, And then in 59 he was sent westward to Rome just after
his final appearance before Festus and Herod Agrppa II (Acts 26),

0f course these men could have let Paul go, Do you know why they didn't re-
lease him? Becasuse they were waiting for him to pay them—they were waiting far a
bribe! The New Testamert makes it very plain (Acts 24:25-27). They were hoping that
Panl would pay them to release him, And he was in prisa far two years and more be-
cause these pecple didn't get any momey., They didn't care gne bit about what the
Jews were saying! In fact, the Jews who wanted to get rid of Paul had probably al-
most fargotten about him becsuse he had been gme for two years, 56-58—and them he
was in prisan for nearly amother year befcre he was sent toward Rame, And there he
was in jall far $wo mare years! And there the Jews hadn't even heard about the situ-
ation, They just wanted him ocut of the way so they could get their minds an same-
thing else,

€9 A,D,~—A Year of Revalt!

Nero cammitted suicide in €8 (page 121) and Galba came to the thrme, Galba
was an old msn, "By the recognition of Galba, the helpless senate admitted that, in
the words of Tacitus, 'emperars could be made elsevhere than at Rme!.® Then, as
we see at the bottam of the first column, during this year of 68-69 there were faur
emperorg—Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian——all of wham were appointed by differ-
ent armies to try to take over!

Top of the secand colum on page 121: €9, Jan. 1. "The eight legioms an the
Rhine refused allegiance to Galba, and cn Jan, 3 the four in lower Germany saluted
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as emperor their legate iulus Vitellius . o o . Thereupan Marcus Salvius Otho (b,

32), a dissolute friend of Nero . « « had returned with Galbe, secured the suppart
of the prastoriens and had Galba and Piso murdered (Jam. 15). The helpless Senate
then recognized him,” Meanwhile, other parts of the Roman world were recognizing

Vitellius, ‘

So there was ane Bmuperar after Nero all through the year 68, Galba, Then be-
ginning with Jan, 1 of 69 A,D, the whole Empire fell apsrt with revolutian!

One part of the army sided with Vitellius, another sided with Otho, But an
Apr, 19 Otho committed suicide—that ended that! And themn Vespasian was declared
Emperor by the armies in Egypt. Later, an Dec, 20th, Vitellius was slain!

A11 this took place in the space of cne year, This was a revolutionary year
that brought about the camplete cegsation of all public meetings! Everything had
to cease, And the reasm the New Testament Church was no lmger able to speak is
that this year was a year of revolutim throughcut the Roman Empire, The suthor-
ities put an end to all puhlic and private meetings in arder to prevent the possi-
bility of revolutioml

Upn the death of Vitellius, "The senate immediately recognized Vespasiam."
The representative of Vespasian, Maclamus, "reached Rame in Jan, (70), and he ruled
it until Vespasisn arrived during the summer®™ of that year—because he had been in
the east in the meantime,

Mnd now Vespasian is the founder of a new dynasty, the Flaviam dynasty, which
included Titus, Damitisn (who imprisoned the Apostle Jdm), Nerva, and Trajan as
you see on the next pages, We will take up their story in the next class.

So this gives you a picture of the Roman world from the time of the First
Punic War down to 70 A,D,
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